SIR PATRICK GEDDES
COMMEMORATIVE LECTURE 2011

Food and Cities
by

Carolyn Steel
on

Wednesday 8th June 2011 at 17.45
in

Hawthornden Lecture Theatre, National Galleries
of Scotland, the Mound, Edinburgh EH2 2EL
Sponsored by

Sir Patrick Geddes’ influence as a pioneer of town planning received worldwide
recognition. His work in Scotland, France, the Near East and India based on the
principle of "Place-Work-Folk" remains relevant to contemporary issues of
sustainable development, regionalism and locality, economic and community
regeneration, environmental quality and social inclusion.

Carolyn Steel MA (Cantab) Dip Arch RIBA is an architect, lecturer and writer. Her chief interest is in
exploring the inner lives of cities, and her work has focused on developing a lateral approach to urban
design that looks at the everyday routines that shape cities and the way we inhabit them. Since qualifying
from Cambridge University in 1984, Carolyn has combined practice with teaching, writing and research.
She joined Kilburn Nightingale Architects in 1989, since when she has completed several buildings for the
Central School of Speech and Drama. Her academic work has focused on the everyday lives of cities,
and her lecture series Food and the City is an established part of the architectural degree at Cambridge
University. She has run successful design units at Cambridge, London Metropolitan University, and at the
London School of Economics, where she was inaugural studio director of the Cities Programme. She was
a Rome Scholar in 1995-6, researching the historical urban order of the Ghetto. She has presented on
BBC TV’s 'One Foot in the Past', has written for Blueprint Magazine and is a regular columnist for Building
Design.
Carolyn has run design studios at the London School of Economics, London Metropolitan University
and at Cambridge University, where her lecture course ‘Food and the City’ was an established part of the
degree programme.
Carolyn’s book Hungry City: How Food Shapes Our Lives, published by Chatto and Windus in 2008, won
the Royal Society of Literature Jerwood Award for Non-Fiction and was recently featured on a special
edition of Radio 4’s The Food Programme. Feeding cities arguably has a greater social and physical
impact on us and our planet than anything else we do. Yet few of us in the West are conscious of the
process. Food arrives on our plates as if by magic, and we rarely stop to wonder how it might have got
there. The book follows food’s journey from land to city, through market and supermarket, kitchen
and table, waste-dump and back again, to show how food affects all our lives, and impacts on the planet.
The final chapter asks how we might use food to re-think cities in the future – to design them and their
hinterlands better, and live in them better too.
During 2010 Carolyn was a visiting research fellow and lecturer at Wageningen University, where she was
working with Han Wiskerke, Chair of the Rural Sociology Group, to explore sitopian themes around Food
and the City.
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Programme
17.45

Arrival and registration

18.00

Welcome by David Suttie
Convenor, RTPI in Scotland

18.05

Introduction

18.15

Lecture by Carolyn Steel, followed by questions

19.15

Vote of thanks by Ben Tindall
Chairman, Sir Patrick Geddes Memorial Trust

19.25

Drinks reception

Supported by

This lecture has been organised by:
Royal Town Planning Institute in Scotland
18 Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 8HQ
Tel: 0131 229 9628
E-mail: scotland@rtpi.org.uk
Web: www.scotland.rtpi.org.uk
Follow RTPI in Scotland on Twitter and LinkedIn
The Royal Town Planning Institute is a charity registered in Scotland (SCO37841) and England and Wales (262285).
Head Office: Royal Town Planning Institute, 41 Botolph Lane, London EC3R 8DL
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Sir Patrick Geddes Lecture – Food and Cities
Event code: 37627
Wednesday, 8 June 2011
4 easy ways to book:
Telephone: Call our team on 0845 082 1171 to book your place if booking by credit card
E-mail: Simply send the delegate details, contact address and telephone number to
services@rtpiconferences.co.uk
Web: To book online, simply visit www.rtpiconferences.co.uk
Post: Send your booking to Customer Services RTPI Conferences, 4th Floor, Block 3, Angel
Square, London EC1V 1NY
Delegate details Please use BLOCK CAPITALS
Delegate:

 £10 +VAT = £12

RTPI Membership No.
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr (surname)

Job title

First name (for badge purposes)
Delegate e-mail
To enable us to confirm your booking as efficiently as possible please supply us with your e-mail address

Invoice address

April
2011 CAPITALS [NB: Invoice will be sent to this address and each delegate will receive joining instructions].
Please
use BLOCK
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr (Surname)
First name
Organisation
Address
Post code
Telephone

Fax

Contact e-mail
Training manager

No. of employees:  under 10  11-50  51-100  101-500  501-1000  over 1000
The details you provide will be held on RTPI Conferences’ database and will be used to promote other products and services
that may be of interest from them. If you do not wish to receive promotional material from other organisations, please tick here 

Invoice/payment details NB: Payment must be made in Pounds Sterling. Please note that payment is required in advance
of the event. RTPI Conferences reserves the right to refuse admission if payment is not received. If you are sending a purchase
order kindly attach a copy of this form.

Fees:

 1 delegate: £10 + VAT = £12

 RTPI Conferences to invoice my organisation
 Cheque drawn on UK bank enclosed (payable to RTPI Conferences)
 Purchase Order No:_______________________
 Credit card: Delta/Switch/ Amex/ Visa/ Mastercard
Card number:     
Expiry date:  Issue Number (Switch):  Security Code 
Account name ________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder’s signature _________________________________________________________________

Fees
The fee for this lecture
covers all written
materials and refreshments.
A VAT invoice and joining
instructions will be sent to
you acknowledging your
booking. Please contact us if
you do not receive this
within seven days of
booking.
Booking conditions
Substitutions/
cancellations
Up to 28 days before the
event 10%+VAT
Less than 28 days before
the event 100%+VAT
A substitute delegate can
be named at any time before
the programme begins
without charge.
Important note
This booking form
constitutes a legally binding
contract. It may be
necessary for reasons
beyond the control of RTPI/
Hawksmere Ltd to change
the content and timing of the
programme, the speakers,
the date or the venue.
Carers
Members of the Royal Town
Planning Institute with caring
responsibilities may be able
to reclaim caring expenses
incurred through attendance
at this event. Claims must
be made at least three
weeks prior to the event,
to the Member Services
Department at the
Royal Town Planning
Institute.
RTPI Conferences are
managed on behalf of the
Royal Town Planning
Institute by Hawksmere Ltd

Any Questions?
Contact customer
services on
08454082 1171

